
Aspen Hein, Miss Czech-Slovak US 2024-2025 First Runner-Up, models a handmade 
Plzeňské kroj, which is a replica of the kroj her ancestors would have worn in the Plzeň 
region in the 17th century.  
 
This 14-piece kroj was hand-made in Luženice, Czechia, roughly 50 kilometers from her 
ancestral villages of Plzeň and Chulmčany. 
 
Aspen’s kroj has five starched petticoats under her skirt, as it is said that women in 
plzeňské kroj needed to match the width of their skirt with that of their dove. She worked 
with her mother to select the dark pink color of her skirt as a nod to her first kroj, which was 
also pink. The wool skirt is embellished with a floral Czech trim. Aspen also wears the 
traditional red-striped apron of the Plzeň kroj, which is modeled after the bavoráky, which 
was worn in the earlier forms of plzeňské kroj. The cotton blouse has detailed cutouts and is 
adorned with red ribbons at the neck and elbows. Aspen's vest is made of a pink and purple 
floral material and is covered by the traditional Plzeň scarf, accented with gold and purple. 
The čepeček a holubičku, or cap and dove, is the statement piece of the plzeňské kroj. As 
an unmarried woman, Aspen is wearing a half-cap embroidered with an openwork stitch. 
The wings are spread open to display delicate embroidery and to signify that she is ready to 
marry. 
 
Aspen wears hand-knitted red stockings for good fortune and black shoes adorned with 
green bows. She is modeling garnet jewelry that she has acquired over the last nine years 
as well as her great-grandmother’s pearl cross, a reminder of her family's strong faith and 
perseverance as Czech and Slovak immigrants in a new world. 
 
Aspen is immensely proud to keep the memories of her ancestors alive through this 
beautiful kroj. 
 


