Amanda is standing before you in the traditional pose of women from her
ancestor’s home village of Papradno, located in western Slovakia. Today,
Mandy is modeling for us an Americanized kroj sewn by her mother that is
based on kroje from this town.

Mandy is wearing a traditional white peasant-style blouse tied closed at the
top with a simple red ribbon. Embroidery adorns the neckline as well as the
shoulders and draws the eye with its bright contrast to the white of the
blouse.

You may notice that Mandy does not have a vest as one is used to seeing at
most Festivals. Photos from the village of Papradno often show women in
kroje without a vest.

Mandy's full, white, pleated skirt wraps and ties around her thin, delicate
waist, allowing for expansion as she grows older. The bottom edge is
trimmed with traditional red embroidery. She covers her skirt with a black
apron on which has been sewn ribbon in a pattern that is very
representative of her great-great-grandparents home village of Papradno.
Mandy has a red scarf tied around her waist which can double as a wrap
around her shoulders in this chilly mountainous region.

Mandy wears simple black shoes on her feet and she has simply adorned her
head with a red ribbon in the style of young unmarried ladies from
Papradno. She completes her ensemble tonight with a delicate tiara to
indicate her place as a member of the Queen’s Royal Court.



